MODEL CONSTITUTION

The name of the group shall be ……………………………………………….

(hereinafter called the “Group”)

OBJECTS:

The object of the Group shall be ……………………………………………….
(hereinafter called the “amenity”) 
for the benefit of the inhabitants of the parish or town of …………………….

(hereinafter called the “area of benefit”) 
without distinction of political, religious or other opinions with the aim of improving the conditions of life for the said inhabitants. 

The said amenity shall be held upon trust for use by the inhabitants of the area of benefit.

MEMBERSHIP:

Membership of the Group shall be open to all residents of the area of benefit who have attained their sixteenth birthday and shall comprise of up to twelve, but not less than six of their number.

COMMITTEE:

i) The business of the Group shall be administered by a committee of management (hereinafter called the “Committee”) elected at a meeting of the Group comprising of not less than three quarters of their number.

ii) The Committee shall comprise of a Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and one other

iii) The Committee shall have the power to recruit from the inhabitants of the area of benefit to fill up by co-option any vacancy which may occur within the Group.

iv) The Committee shall have the power to co-opt, in an advisory capacity, representatives from other organisations operating within the area of benefit, and any other persons whom they think fit to assist the Group fulfil its objectives.

v) The Committee shall hold office until such time as they individually retire, or a meeting of the Group comprising of not less than three quarters of their number appoints a replacement

MEETINGS:

i) Meetings of the Group shall be called by the Chairman or Secretary as the business of the Group so demands, or at the instigation of three or more members of the Group, but in any event at least once within any period of twelve months from the inception of the Group.

ii) Meetings of the Group shall require a quorum of not less than two thirds of their number, one who shall be from the elected Committee.

iii) Meetings of the Group shall require a minimum of 48 hours notice to be given to all members of the Group together with the stated purpose of the meeting.

iv) The Group may hold open meetings for the attendance of residents of the area of benefit in order to further the objects of the Group.  

FINANCE:

i) The Group shall have the power to raise finance for the fulfilment of the objects of the Group, and a proper book(s) of account shall be kept by the Treasurer.

ii) The Treasurer shall receive all money on behalf of the Group and shall deposit these without undue delay, in a bank/building society account opened and operated in the name of the Group and to which all members of the Committee shall be authorised signatories.

iii) All money paid out on behalf of the Group shall be done by means of a cheque drawn upon the account of the Group against the signed authority of not less than two of the Committee.

iv) The Treasurer, with the consent of the Group in meeting, may invest funds not in use, in an investment or interest bearing account operated by a bank or building society.

DISSOLUTION:

The Group may be dissolved by a resolution passed by a majority of members at a meeting comprising of not less than three quarters of their number and called for that purpose. The resolution shall give instructions for the disposal of assets held in the name of the Group thus; -

i) In the event that the group has fulfilled its objectives, such    disposal shall be by deed of trust to a suitable and appropriate successor body of trustees to hold and maintain the amenity for the area of benefit.

ii) In the event that the Group has not fulfilled its objects, such disposal shall be to one or more community-based organisations operating in the area of benefit chosen by the Group as capable of completing the objects. In this event, the assets shall be endowed to the area of benefit in order that they may only be applied to the original purpose intended.



